





BULLE rt N FROM 

















ME RT| 
% 
aan 


Re 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 439 East 51st Street 








































Vol. VI July 1, 1938 No. 13 





|'CTION 
MUS T BOOKS 


August 22 


Undset, Sigrid IMAGES IN A MIRROR Knopf 


This belongs to her modern background books, and is again a rather deft 
handling of the period in a woman's life when marriage and children and household 
tasks begin to pall, and a new interest upsets her emotional applecart. Anyone who 
ranks Undset among the foremost of today's novelists, on the basis of Kristin Lavrans- 
datter, will find this a disappointment. Somehow, her modern women are shadowy crea 
tures — her modern background, two dimensional, compared with the vitality and lusty 
reality of her 16th century men and women. There is, however, a market for her mod— 
ern novels, and this is a predictable and dependable book for that market. $2.00 


September 9 
| @ Norris, Charles G. BRICKS WITHOUT STRAW Doubleday, Doran 


Norris has a faculty for handling everyday problems in a readable manner 
which somehow succeeds in conveying an impression of greater depth of content than 
after—thought sustains. This is no exception. It is the story of two generations 
of the Kennedys - the father is a puritannical standpatter, with old school intol- 
erance which wrecks his son's marriage and his daughter's life. Years later, the ; 
son, avoiding the pitfalls his faither had dug for him, through overindulgence of 
his children, is equally intolerant along different lines, as the standpat "economic 
royalist", with communism the unforgivable sin, Good reading, with a certain reality 
in situations which makes up for a rather obvious characterization. Easy to rent, 
Easy to sell. $2.50 


en 


Watch These Books - For Sundry Reasons 


For refreshing humor, MY SISTER EILEEN by Ruth McKenny (Harcourt, Brace); for a vital 
homespun quality, VOICES IN THE SQUARE by George Abbe (Coward, McCann); for a first 
rate woman's problem novel, THE HILL GROWS STEEPER by Fannie Cook (Putnam); for the 
push publishers are giving it, ROOTS IN THE SKY by Sidney Meller (Macmillan). Dark 
horses all. See below for reports. Not a certain "money in the till" author on the 


schedule. 
“ 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
July 15 
r ) Bishop, E. Morchard TWO FOR JOY Scribner 
_ Emotional conflict of two dissimilar characters underscored by sex antag- 


onism and presented with minute detail of times both good and bad. Now and then it 
drags a bit and the characters never quite come to life. But it is a story that will 
doubtless strike a chord of familiarity in many quarters ~- one passport to readability, 
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..-A first person story which analyzes the lack of success a man has with the woman 
he loves, a woman who sets the rules of his wooing. The marriage crashes - but the 
reason is clear. Not first rate, but better than average. $2.50 














July 18 


KINGS Pilgrim House 


Freund, Philip BOOK OF 
lyrical quality of his earlier books, 
d'testime. This is more down to earth, 
chronicle, glimpsing here and there 


Lacks the mysticism, the brooding 
which earned them a certain esoteric succes 


though still rather inconclusive. A family 
into the lives of related second generation Hungarian-German families, with the 


interest focussed on the superficial Jacob, whose shrewdness gives him external 
None of the characters are particularly sympathetic, nor for that matter 


success. 
particularly interesting. Freund writes fluently, with an eye for telling details. 
$2.50 
July 21 
McKenney, Ruth MY SISTER EILEEN Harcourt, Brace 
. Every New Yorker reader must have met Ruth McKenney and her sister, Eileen, 


and chuckled and laughed uproariously over their misadventures from infancy on. Un- 


mistakably autobiographic, these stories span the generation to which many of us 
belong, and are colored by details that are reminiscent. Adventures in growing up - 
and they have never been better done. For the essential flavor, try Hun-gah and 

4 Loud Sneer for our Feathered Friends. Then I defy you to stop. There's humor - 
and a certain twisted pathos - and abundant humanity. And it’s grand reading. Try 


it with the family. $2.00 


July 22 


Doner, Mary Frances GALLANT TRAITOR Penn 


The tried Montague and Capulet theme once more, in a story of a Michigan 
small town where Diana, of blueblood stock is valiantly farming the family home 
stead and upholding the family name and fame. Then all goes crash when she falls 
in love with the son of the family enemy. Romantic sub-plots, mock engagements 
for spite and respite, keep the love affair on the trigger. Lively enough for 


younger readers, but ideal for elderly renters and your conservative home folk. 
$2.00 


July 28 


Boyle, Kay MONDAY NIGHT Harcourt, Brace 


There's a rather nightmare quality to this nnexpected story by Kay Boyle, 
but it is the sort of nightmare that turns more on a few too many glasses of Pernod 
and that is paced by the lifting and setting down of a glass. For one who had high 
hopes of the Kay Boyle of Plagued by the Nightingale and Year Before Last, her de- 
velopment has been disappointing. She has sustained her crystal quality, but it has 
become brittle. Her longer books seem thin, lacking in reality. Her characters are 
wraithlike. Her concentration on the gutter side of life is unpleasant. This new 
book has these weaknesses, though there is more sense of plot, a solving of a mystery 
by innuendo rather than incident. She is an artist — but not the artist we feel she 
might become. $2.50 
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August 4 


Linklater, Eric THE IMPREGNABLE WOMEN Farrar & Rinehart 


A modern turn of the Lysistrata theme. The story of a love strike, called 
by an Englishwoman of title, as the women's weapon to end war between England and 
France, a war which has set Europe on fire. The women seize the war building; the 
army battles them with sandbags; an army of Scotchwomen save the day. the women of 
the world join their forces - and the war ends. Then, for a time, women are in the 
saddle, but eventually the men take over. Linklater has used his barbed pen to good 
advantage, though his stuff is thin. $2.50 


August 5 
Worsley—Gough, Barbara LEARN TO BE A LADY Putnam 


Pretty tame and uneventful, compared with parallel types of books against 
the American scene. But, in equal measure, the fluency of style weights the scale 
‘toward the English side. Story of a motherless daughter sent by her father to a 
finishing school to "learn to be a lady" - to meet "the right people", and find the 
right man. He evades her to the next to last moment, but she gets him in the end. 
Pleasant but nothing special. Somewhat in Thirkell vein, but not as intelligently 
cléver. One of these books that seems gauged to the adolescent mind, rather than 


the adult. Plus sale there. $2.00 
August 8 

Abbe, George ' VOICES IN THE SQUARE Coward, McCann 

° A first novel, and a good one! It should have somewhat the appeal of Ruth 


Suckow's The Folks, in its warm, wideawake presentation of a small New England town, 
with the focus on the group of alert, eager youngsters. The characterization of the 
two Upton boys, — one sober, paternalistic, the other an engaging romantic, passing 
through the ups and downs of puppy love —- is a genuine piece of work. The succession 
of small town events, the reactions of all concerned to the escapades of the boys 

and girls, make a homespun and vital book, with many cherming moments. $2.50 


August 11 
Gilman, Mildred DIVIDE BY TWO Harcourt,. Brace 


An old story, on the lightweight side, but skilfully done, lively, sym- 
pathetic, and real. A story of a boy with four parents and two homes. A story of 
the loss of security in the breakup of a home, of restlessness, no matter which home 
he is visiting, Varied forms his rebellion takes. He is evicted from camp. And the 
modern, progressive educational point of view proves a failure. He wants one thing ~- 
‘and he can't have it. $2.00 


August 25 


Celine, Louis—Ferdinand DEATH ON THE INSTALLMENT PLAN Little, Brown 


An unnecessary and unpleasant book ~ and it is not only the strait-laced 
who will feel this. A book that derives much of its imagery from the gutter and 
bathroom, and that depicts a loathsome set of characters, living an unreal and 
sordid life. The plot, such as it is, revolves around the childhood, adolescence 
and youth of one Ferdinand , and might be a forerunner to Journey to the End of 
the Night. Such a man might have had such a childhood - in an author's fuddled 
brain. This story lacks the brilliance of the earlier book, and for that reason 
has less excuse. $2.75 
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August 29 
Cook, Fannie THE HILL GROWS STEEPER Putnam 
° A woman's problem novel — the old struggle between a career and the demands 


of wifehood and parenthood. But this is the story of the years that led up to the 
problem, rather than the problem itself, years that built into Harriet's personality 
the need of a career as a focus for living. I liked it - better than any other book 
on the subject I can recall. It is sound to the core; the problems are human ones 
and not artificial; and Harriet, particularly the Harriet before matrimony, is a 
personality that lives. The publishers have faith in this as a first novel. Im- 


printed cards available. $2.50 


August 30 
Meller, Sidney ROOTS IN THE SKY Macmillan 


This is scheduled as one of the publisher's big books. Frankly, it seems 
to me to have well defined limitations which may influence the sale. It is a long - 
very long - chronicle novel, with the theme revolving around the efforts of the rabbi 
and his wife to keep their family true to the traditions of the Jewish Orthodox 
faith and unchanged against the impetus of American life. The father is a dreamer 
and a scholar, and much of the-unique quatity of the book’lies in the swirling inner 
politics of the various shuls. (synagogues) and of the communities - his own immunity 
and spiritual strength. Poverty, wrangles, jealousy and the troubles of his own 
family cannot touch his inner serenity. Not so with the trof&bled mother, feeling 
that each one of her children has failed her. She is the pivot of the story, and 
a grand piece of characterization. Now for the danger marks. The build-up of at- 
mosphere is accomplished by perhaps more emphasis on the technicalities of the Jewish 
background than the average non-Jewish reader can cope with. The elders and conser- 
vatives in the Jewish faith might want their young people to read this, to learn the 
significance of the ceremonials, but many of the liberals would sheer away from it. 
However, it is a powerful book, and may possibly secure the sort of market The 
Brothers Ashkenazi won — and more easily, since it is set in a west coast American 
city. Dealer aids - posters - cards - and advertising promised. $3.00 


Announcing for September ?? 


Hemingway, Ernest THE FIRST 48 Scribner 


Collected short stories, including all that Hemingway has published to 
date and three new ones. His short stories have had a consistently good market, 
and this should prove easy to sell. $2.50 


September 6 


Pozner, Vladimir BLOODY BARON Random House 


It is unfortunate that this so nearly duplicates the material of The 
Mountains. and the Stars. by Valentin Tikhonov (Little, Brown — June 17 — page 193, 
May ist bulletin). That book was the story of two boys and their account of the 
Cossack—Mongol—Japanese-—White Russian regiment led by Baronvon Ungern-Sternberg, 
This shows the Baron's side of the story, and is biographical fiction, focussing on 
the fanatical, sadistic White Russian general, who led his army through hell and 
high water, committing atrocities against all in their path, and turning on his own 
men when other victims were lacking. Not strictly a novel, but a fairly close ac- 
count of two years of terror, at the end of which his own men turned against him. 
He escaped ~- ultimately to be shot by the Bolsheviks. The Tikhonov book was shadowy 
where this seems real, a strange page of modern history. $2.50 
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September f 
Gray, James WINGS OF GREAT DESIRE Macmillan 


Wake and Remember (1936) showed more promise than this second novel sus— 
tains. That story has a pace and vitality which this one, often over-long, seems 
to miss, in a story of three generations, spanning the period from 1870 on. It is 
primarily the story of Faith and her search for "the excellent life", first through 
a highly intellectualized existence, later through a strange marriage. Hard times, 
widowhood, the futility of the post-war period ~ and the interpretation of her ideals 
through her children. The book lags, seems often stilted and heavy - until he treats 
of todays problems when it comes alive. $2.50 


September 9 
Ayres, Ruby M. AND STILL THEY DREAM Doubleday, Doran 


~ and still she drivels about young love, and the open road. A girl loves 
an Irish vagabond — and marries a callous blackmailer and bully. But fate lends a 
hand and the lovers are reunited. $2.00 


Parsons, Alice Beal THE TRIAL OF HELEN MCLEOD Funk & Wagnalls 


The effects on a small Illinois college town of a civil liberties trial 
in 1919 in which a socially prominent woman is involved. A loveless marriage has 
turned her toward economic problems, and she joins the socialist party -— and is 
arrested in a "red" raid, along with some workers. The trial reveals the realities 
of the situation - and with the verdict, she leaves town, with hope of happiness 
ahead. Life stories of all involved ~ good background of a mid-western town - but 
too long to sustain interest. $2.50 


Van Slyke, Beren THIS WAS SANDRA Funk & Wagnalls 


A tear jerker and melodrama, sentimental and romantic, smacking somewhat 
of a generation ago, but better written than the content might lead one to expect, 
Sandra was a second rate actress in a third rate circuit stock company - and the 
mystery of their childhood was concealed from the younger sister, Laurie. But her 
youthful love affair and its break-up, caused Sandra to tell Laurie the truth. 
Ingredients for a goodish renter. $2.50 


September 12 
Singer, I. J. THE RIVER BREAKS UP Knopf 


A volume of short stories by the author of The Brothers. Ashkenazi. They 
bear out the achievement of the novel, in establishing once again the author's power 
and vividness of characterization and almost brutal reality in showing the ways of 
life and thought. The majority of the stories are Polish village or rural scenes 


and figures; there is one story against an American setting. Almost unrelievedly 
sombre in tone, there is even so a sort of warmth and mellowness that makes you 
sense the human being beneath the squalor and sordidness. I liked the peasant 
stories best, and would suggest Late Spring as typical of these. Some of the stor- 
ies have a sadistic quality - for example, the unforgettable Old City. Blood is 
perhaps the cruelest story of all — and the most powerful. The Jewish aspects are 
subordinate, taken in the stride of the stories themselves. Singer is a writer to 
be reckoned with. : $2.50 
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Septemberte hi) 5° 
. nM 
Vercel, Roger TIDES OF MONT ST. MICHEL | ' ' Random House 


We reported this in our foreign supplement of September 1, 1937, and this 
will supplement that report... Against the background of the cathedral town of Mont 
St. Michel is laid the conflict of a young married couple. Penniless after the de- 
pression, Andre Brelet takes a job as guide, while his wife, a self-centered tart, 
exposes herself for the first time since their marriage when she is held prisoner 
by tide and quicksands. Andre comes to realize that his marriage is a shoddy thing, 
and becomes impregnated with the beauty of the place. Two exciting scenes - straight 
melodrama ~ but for the most part this is a quieter book than its predecessors, and 
perhaps less effective. The background is the story; the characters seem pasteboard 
figures, the story unoriginal, $2.50 


Late September tg 
Hauser, Heinrich LAST PORT OF CALL Stackpole 


Primarily a spiritual adventure and an elegy of the last of the large sail- 
ing vessels, secondarily a sea story, — this account of the last voyage from Europe 
to Australia of the four-master, Notre Dame Des. Vogues. Stifled by post-war Europe, 
Jorg takes refuge as sole passenger, and finds refuge in the simple life and whole~ 
some values and traditions of captain and crew, The Captain, a Viking, doomed with 
the junking of his ship, is a provocative figure from the past. Ultimately, to save 
his ship, he wrecks her and dies with her. Some effective and vigorous passages of 
lyrical beauty, with the interest in men secondary and the narrative slight. $2.50 


These Books Received Too Late For June Bulletins 


July 12 


Rapp, William Jourdan POOLROOM Lee Furman 


Pulp is pulp, but this one moves along and has something new in the, way of 
setting - the "“off-the-course horse race betting" racket. Joe Duggan, cheap Irish 
product of Kansas City slums, learns the lay of the races at the poolroom. Good 
natured and quick-witted, he moves to Chicago and works for the wire service, to all 
poolrooms, a profitable but straight game. But the gangsters get in, the Jockey Club 
gets out, and Joe is played for a sucker by gang and a woman ~ and his service cleaned 
out. A Kentucky girl comes into the picture and helps him. Factual background rings 
true. A good yarn. $2.00 

v ul, 2. 
King, Louis Magrath THE WARDEN OF THE MARCHES Houghton, Mifflin 


No love interest in this adventure story of the mountains between China and 
Tibet, ruled by the Warden and kept from rebellious outbreaks by a wise young En¢glish- 
man, Though there are fights and decapitations this is not a blood and thunder yarn 
as the action is secondary to the battles of Oriental wit in which the Englishman 
comes out victor. Well written and not cut to pattern. $2.00 


MYSTERIES, THRILLERS AND WESTERNS 


July 15 


Blackmon, Anita THERE IS NO RETURN Doubleday, Doran 


Adelaide Adams and a newspaper man unravel three killings at a lonely moun- 
tain inn, cut off from the world by a storm. With the reincarnation of the perverted 
daughter as suspect No. 1, Adelaide proves her innocent,to her own peril. A goodish 


yarn. $2.00 
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Announcing 



























Sayers, Dorothy L. Two "Combined Edition" volumes Harcourt, Brace 

* July 21 - CLOUDS OF WITNESS and THE DOCUMENTS IN THE CASE $2.00 | 

* . August 25 — THE DAWSON PEDIGREE and LORD PETER VIEWS THE BODY 
With a biography of Lord Peter Wimsey $2.00 : 


> canaew sil 


Busman's. Honeymoon and Gaudy Night won hosts of new Sayers' fans, and 
these should make a market for these earlier volumes in the Peter Wimsey series. 


= wn Doman 


July 22 
Lambert, Gerard MURDER IN NEWPORT Scribner 
* Whodunit yarn, with fancy red herrings and method, means and motive care- | 


fully followed. An American Intelligence Officer and sailing enthusiast unravels 
in Holmesian tradition, complete with Watson, the murder of a socially ambitious 


millionaire and his valet. Fair to the reader. Good reading. $2.00 
July 28 
Blochman, Lawrence G. MIDNIGHT SAILING Harcourt, Brace 


Three murders aboard a small Japanese steamer westward bound, solved by 
news service reporter Larkin, who lets an insurance detective aboard take the credit. 
Stolen plans, vanadium contracts, missing heiresses and plenty of complications - 


@ plus romance. Few ingnmedients missing. Not top ranking, but fair. (Serialized 
under title Sunset Voyage.) $2.00 
August 11 
Morton, Anthony SALUTE BLUE MASK . Lippincott 
 * This is a honey - the best "Blue Mask" yarn yet. After six months out of 
the picture, the gentleman Raffles, expert jewel thief (with a Robin Hood complex) 
gets roped into a plot within a plot. Narrow squeaks - plus. $2.00 


September 7 


Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE SHOPLIFTER'S SHOE Morrow 


% Up to standard Perry Mason yarn. The new client is an amnesia victim, 
sewed up with circumstantial evidence in a killing. By fair means and foul, Perry 
Mason proves her innocent. The court room scene tests his powers to the limit, but 


he comes off victorious in a battle with the D.A. $2.00 
0] 2% 
Van Dine, S. S. THE GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE Scribner 


Another Phil Vance story — second rate. Van Dine has deliberately put 
Gracie Allen and George Burns, radio and screen stars, into a story, in which nitwit 
@ Gracie helps solve a crime involving a corpse, presumably her brother. Burns is a 
perfume expert - first suspect, then first aid in solving the crime (after the in- 
imitable Gracie, whose absurd clues turn the tables). Pretty thinly spun, but the 
tie-up will sell it. $2.00 
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NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 
July 5 
Thompson, Dorothy REFUGEES: Anarchy or Organization? Random House 
. This is an expansion of the article in the April issue of Foreign Affairs, 


the article which stimulated the State Department's action and the President's in- 
vitation to the 30 governments to discuss the refugee problem in its various aspects. 
Of this problem, Hamilton Fish Armstrong says in his preface,-- "The civilized world 
must cope with that problem now or admit one more disintegrating defeat." - This 
slim book is full of meat. Not only is there a vivid backward look at refugee prob-— 
lems of the past and how they were handled, and a discussion of the achievements and 
future of the League activities in that direction, but there is a survey of the west- 
ern world problem today, not only in relation to Nazi Germany and the Jews, but to 
political and religious refugees from Germany, Italy, Poland, Rumania and so on. She 
does not bogle at facts. She faces the difficulties, not only of the refugees them- 
selves, but of the countries into which they are pouring, the question of possible 
absorption, the difficulties of increased unemployment. Then she makes definite, 
concrete and practical suggestions of possible solutions, not on the basis of charity, 
but on the basis of investment in new frontiers. And she makes, too, suggestions as 
to the financing of such schemes, once the territories where there are new frontiers 
are ascertained and prepared. It is a book for every thinking person who accepts a 
personal responsibility for a problem that is world wide, a responsibility for con- 
structive rather than destructive argument today. This little book has been pushed 
through without chance for advance sale. Don't miss it. The Evian conference is © 
starting on the 6th of July. This should tie in with that, on the ground of its news 
value. $1.00 


Note:— A dead level of commonplaceness seems to characterize the books reported in 
this issue. Let us hope it is the lull before the storm and that the next weeks will 
bring more inspiring material for booksellers to work with. 


PROBLEMAT ICAL BOOKS 
July 15 


Ridgeway, George L. MERCHANTS OF PEACE Columbia University Press 


Not a book for the man in the street, but a book which every well-informed 
business man should dip into, if only to find out for himself what twenty years have 
accomplished in the way of business diplomacy through the Internatioral Chamber of 
Commerce. This body of men, representing industry and business and banking in all 
nations has worked with the League and apart from the League, not only to study con- 
ditions and needs in their individual countries, but to convey to the leaders of 
their nations, what the international necessities and possibilities might be, and. what 
they might wish accomplished in leveling trade barriers and settling war debts. Often 
blocked by political and racial and national issues, they have none the less built up 
a certain prestige and played an important part in world affairs, while succeeding in 
keeping their reputation of freedom from political manoeuvres. Not easy reading. 
Filled with meticulous accounts of meetings and procedure, but conveying, as a whole, 
an impressive picture of one international group working for world understanding and 
world peace. Illustrated with photographs. $3.75 
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July 15 







Slocum, Captain Victor CASTAWAY BOATS Lee Furman 


A well written collection of stories dealing with the experiences of various 
castaway survivors including such historical episodes as The Hercules. off Cape 
Colony in 1796 and the experiences of the crew with the Kaffirs; the Essex (on which 
Moby Dick was based); the Bligh story; the ships' boats from the S. S. Jeannette and 
many others. A top-ranking story is that of the Wager's Longboat in 1741. Good 
selection of material for any man or boy interested in sea adventures. Unfortunately 
it is atrociously illustrated, with poor pictures and maps and sea charts. $3.00 










July 28 

























Cane, Melville POEMS: New and Selected Harcourt, Brace 


A collection of poems, some from his earlier two collections, 38 new ones, 
The author is a frequent contributor to many magazines, ranging from Harpers, Scrib- 
ners, The Virginia Quarterly to The New Yorker. The first four sections are in more 
serious vein, pictorial, fluent, distinctive for virtuosity of technique, variety and 
skill of pattern, rather than for their content. They are volatile, imagistic, light. 
The fifth section is in humorous vein, but not up to the Nash or Fishback or Parker 


standard, though they have clever flashes. $2.00 

Vereker, Sydney VENTRILOQUISM AS A HoBBy (Lu frat ) > Harper 

Charlie McCarthy is a national figure today and ventriloquism is an increas- 
@ ingly popular "stunt" for amateurs and professionals. This book, by a man who is in 


the profession, tells how it can be learned, and how adapted. He gives the ABC 
steps and necessary exercjses of tongue and throat. He discusses types of dummies 


and their manipulation. And he gives some sample material to work with. $800. 
}. Fe 
July 29 vs 
Loch, Captain E. Erskine FEVER, FAMINE AND GOLD Putnam 


The story of the Andes—Amazon expedition in Ecuador, an expedition under-— 
taken in the interests of science, and which brought back valuable ethnological facts 
about tribes so fierce and difficult of access that no white man has contacted them 
and lived to tell the tale. The author tells his story of adventure and discovery 
with a certain matter-of-factness that robs it of some of the glamor that many such 
stories have — with less excuse. There is a good deal of humor, in his encounters 
with. native guides and native customs and prejudices and red tape. The discovery of 
old Inca roads and the reputed source of the gold treasure should somehow make more 
exciting reading than it does, but for the armchair traveler who likes his adventure 


modestly presented, here is his meat. Illustrated with photographs. $2.50 
7" 
August 1 
Bragdon, Claude MORE LIVES THAN ONE Knopf 


An intimate picture of the many aspects of the man, his beliefs, discover- 
@ ies, things and people that influenced him, his theories in various fields, and the 
growth of his separate "lives". This is an essential item for those who follow hin, 

and should have an additional sale on the basis of general biography, as touching the 

fields of theatre, literature, architecture and the occult. $3.75 








- 269 - 





July 1, 1938 Non-Fiction 






August 4 








Lippincott 





Lanier, Henry Wysham SECRET LIFE OF A SECRET AGENT 





Told in the first person — the life story of a French secret agent, as told 
presumably to Lanier. Childhood background, under the disciplinary supervision of 
an autocratic father first, then a Jesuit school, finally the army itself, his in- 
heritance through thirty generations. after two years overseas, he was selected for 
secret service work. The most interesting part of the book deals with his training 
and his pre-war and war experiences. Unfortunately, this part of the book is slim, 


compared to the build-up. Not up to the Landau books. Glibly written and somewhat 
$2.50 

































second rate. 


Announcing for August 11 
Hiler, Hilaire THE PAINTER'S POCKET BOOK OF METHODS AND MATERIALS Harcourt, Brace 


A book for specialized sale, but you had better know about it. The Derner 
book has a continued sale in bookshops, and this would have the same sort of market. 
A practical handbook for the painter including sections on methods, care and selec- 
tion of materials and tools, constituents of pigments, notes on supports, grounds, 
binders, varnishes, and an appendix on color theories and measurement. $2.00 


Rourke, Constance CHARLES SHEELER Harcourt, Brace 
Artist in the American Tradition 


The importance of Sheeler, and correspondingly of this delightful book, 
lies not in Sheeler himself, but in Sheeler as a reflection of shifting values in 
a the development of the modern art movement in this country. Miss Rourke has suc-— 
ceeded in making his story the story of the influences that changed the course of 
art theory and practice, the way in which the field of art impinged on that of 
literature and architecture and decoration and photography. It is too a reflection 
of a manner of life, a searching into a certain underlying philosophy, as she fol- 
lows Sheeler's not very spectacular career, and indicates the way in which he has 
been a sounding board for various trends. The book lacks the fire of her Audubon; 
there is, perhaps, a reflected abstration in tone valves, inevitable with her subject. 
But it is a definite contribution to her study of the American scene. Illustrated 
with 48 half tone reproductions of the artist's paintings. Sell the book first to 
those interested in modern art, then to those interested in Americana. $3.00 





August 1. 
Byers, Margaretta & Kamholz, 


Consuleo . DESIGNING WOMEN Simon & Schuster 


* This is (1) a book for the market that absorbed Fashion Is. Spinach; (2) 
for the year in year out market for such books as Rittenhouse's Well Dressed Woman, 
Post's Book of Etiquette, etc. It is a book that won't "date" for the basic theor- 
ies of line and design and color are there, and the relation of the clothes to the 
wearer, the etiquette of clothes, and the basic problems of cost are all handled 
specifically enough for the moment but generally enough to be good indefinitely. 
It is entertainingly written, smart and light without being cheap. She tells how 
to make the most of your good points and how to conceal your bad points, how to 
- dramatize your personality, and how to dress the part you have chosen (or the part 
that has chosen you). Advance promotion planned for department stores with fashion 
shows suggested as tie up, and cut outs, window cards, etc., from the Jane Miller 
illustrations. The book is good merchandise, along the lines of Orchids. on Your 
Budget - and also a good staple item. (This was reviewed in March 15, 1938, bulle- 
tin - then the book was postponed. It is a good bet. Don't overlook it!) $1.9 
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August 17 
Dilts, mM. M. PAGEANT OF JAPANESE HISTORY Longmans, Green 


This is primarily. intended for older boib and girls (see report on page 
282) but we wish to call it to your attention as filling an immediate need in the 
adult department. A concise, straightforward history of Japan, which gives the 

factual background for better understanding of her history and background and aims, 
and the influences that have contributed to her individuality. Illustrated by 
Toyogiro Onishi. $3.00 


/ 


August 24 
Halsey, George D. HOW TO BE A LEADER Harper 


A sincere effort to give some fundamental principles on how to make 
leaders (especially for industry). Much of the material is old stuff, but in spite 
of a certain indefiniteness, it does contain a program of development that has some 
suggestive value. Matter of fact in presentation, and lacking in the spark that 
is necessary to give a book on leadership the needed fire. Better books must be 
available. $2.50 


Late—Auguet Suby 
Barton, William H. Jr. & Joseph, J.~M. STARCRAFT Whittlesey 


Here is a book that stays firmly within the boundaries of things visible 
to the naked eye and the small telescope, thus made to order for the amateur. 
Groundwork of the nature of stars and planets in the night skies, then the individ- 
ual constellations, as they may be seen with the eye, the opera glass, the small 
telescope. The author explains how amateurs may construct their own star charts, 
their own sundials, their own telescope, which makes this a good handbook for con- 
struction projects and small scale scientific experiments, an important factor in 
enlarging the sale of the book for boys and girls. The most valuable contritut ion 
it makes, for the type of reader who is interested, is the notation following each 
subject (the meteors, the sun, moon, and planets) as to what instruments may be 
constructed and what experiments made. The matter dealing with constellation guides, 
etc. has been better done elsewhere. But the combination of this with the project 
and construction work makes this unique. 135 illustrations. $2.50 


August—P? 4/26 
Henney, Keith COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY FOR THE AMATEUR - Whittlesey 


A how-to-—do book making color in photography understandable and practical 
for the amateur picture taker and developer. Discussion of color itself, films, 
papers and processes, apparatus needed and prices, and all sorts of useful informa- 
tion for anyone interested in this recent development in camera work, $3.50 


September 6 


Atherton, Gertrude CAN WOMEN BE GENTLEMEN? Houghton, Mifflin 


Collection of essays, enough of them dealing with the problems of women ~ 
social, economic, political etc. - to justify the use of the title (taken from one of 
the essays). There is recurrent stress on keeping young, there is less of the phil- 
osophical content than one is led to expect at the start. But there are many de- 
lightful fragments, brief essays which reflect a many-faceted intelligence and a 
keen observation on the modern world. $2.50 






























~ 271 - 


July 1, 1938 Non-Fiction 
September 6 vo 

Ford, Worthington C., ed. THE LETTERS OF HENRY ADAMS: Houghton, Mifflin 
1892-1918 


This is the second volume of the Letters. (the first having been published 
eight years ago). Two years ago, Little, Brown published The Letters. of Mrs. Henry 
Adams, These three volumes, along with The Education of Henry Adams mark a mile- 
stone in American letters, a final verdict on a passing age in American society 
and letters. Here is no profound commentary on the passing scene, but in its 
caustic, hyper-critical, frequently scathing, dismissal in brief phrase of the 
political and social matters that were stirring the world, the letters reveal an 
on-looker with a detached viewpoint and a barbed pen. It is disappointing that he 
seems to look no deeper into what was going on, but his letters are entertaining 
reading in their very superficiality. His life compassed such stirring matters 
as the Dreyfus case, the Spanish-American War, the Boer War, the World War. But 
none of these seemed to penetrate his own life very deeply. He was more concerned 
with the plight of a world which seemed to be going from bad to worse, with a 
Washington that was incredible, with a Congress that was a scandal, with trade 
unions, the younger generation, the Jews - his version of hard times defined as 
"the squeeze". It has a strangely familiar note - all of this! He was a world 
wanderer and the letters come in rapid succession from Washington, Paris, Cuba, 
Mexico, the West Indies, Cairo, Syria, Athens, Constantinople, the Balkans, 
Hungary, and back again to Paris or Washington or London. An observer rather than 
a doer, he knew intimately those in high places, and depicted them with acid pen. 
He emerges as an individual, not very admirable, but rather entertaining in per- 
spective. His own activities, for it was during this period that he wrote his two 
most popular works, Mont St. Michel and Chartres. and The Education (both privately 
printed), are passed over so lightly that one is surprised to learn that the work 
has been done. The market for this is fairly obvious. $5.00 


Announcing for September 6 


Carroll, Lewis COLLECTED VERSE OF Macmillan 
A reissue of the edition with illustrations by Tenniel, Frost, Holiday, 

Furniss and the author. Formerly $3.00 Now $2.00 

Evans, Abbie Huston THE BRIGHT NORTH Macmillan 


Poetry that is neither one thing or the other, - visual, nature poetry, 
against a background that seems to be New England. An attempt to transpose into 
verse that "sense of life in the earth" in varied forms, - trees, flowers, the 
country scene. The images mask some idea, usually that of the passing of time and 
the mortality of all things. There is a singleness of theme throughout and never 
very profound feeling underlying the scenic frame. Varied versification, distin- 
guished neither by form nor content. $1.75 


Murray, Gilbert LIBERALITY AND CIVILIZATION Macmillan 


An old-fashioned yet scholarly appeal to the best in civilization to join 
forces, spiritual and material, to learn to live well, through courage, freedom and 
security. Two lectures delivered in the Universities of Bristol, Glasgow and Bir- 
mingham breathe a faith in old fashioned virtues. In cold surgical fashion he cuts 
through the weaknesses ef the totalitarian philosophies and makes a shambles of 
their intellectual sophistries. He believes in the basic theory of the League and 
unity of scholarship. A book for a limited audience that follows the Hibbert Lec- 
tures and that wants to bolster faith in righteousness. $1.00 
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September 7 








































- Borsodi, Ralph PROSPERITY AND SECURITY: A Study in Realistic Economies. Harper 


S This book debunks the old stand-pat form of economic theory, the law of 
supply and demand and many of the old shibboleths. The author traces the four meth- 
ods that he contends prevail - predation, parasitism, commercial production and family 
production, and, in criticism of existing methods, he demands the need of change, with 

- family production taking an increasing place in a fresh approach to prosperity and 
security. "Laws, institutions, and practices effecting economic life must be based 
on the innate need of actual human beings, not only for prosperity and security, but 
for everything else which enters into life". Not an A BC book of modern economics, 
but a book for those interested in studying new slants on the subject. $3.00 


September 8 


Mantle, Burns CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN PLAYWRIGHTS Dodd, Mead 


This brings the previous volume, American Playwrights. of Today, up to date, 
by continuing the creative history of those included in that volume and presenting 
newcomers since 1929. Groups prize winners, back to 1916; then discusses potential 
prize-winners, family writing teams, newspaper playwrights, and so on. Complete 
source book, with biographical notes and lists of plays and dates. Critical com- 
mentary on plays of last ten years and comparison with previous successes. Important 


for drama students, etc. $2.50 
Sava, George THE HEALING KNIFE: A Surgeon's. Destiny Harcourt, Brace 
* This reads like fiction, and yet the publishers state that this is the pen 


name of a noted Harley Street surgeon. He tells the story of his discovery that he 
@ must be a surgeon when he is called upon to perform an emergency operation with a 
penknife when his closest friend is dying during the break-up of the White Russian 
naval force on the Caspian. Adventures in escape - an Italian prison in Constanti- 
nople ~— his start through the friendship of a powerful Bey ~ his menial work in a 
gynaecological laboratory when he stole opportunities to study anatomy and dissection 
in the mortuary — his stolen ride to Paris ~ his studies financed by work as a waiter -— 
his disillusionment through the girl he loved and his throwing off of all ambition ~ 
his strange adventure with the Spanish gypsies - his return to his fate in Florence - 
and his final graduation with high honors and the start on a brilliant career, which 
took him to Germany and England. First rate adventure reading with the medical side 
secondary. $2.50 


Kunkel, Fritz CHARACTER, GROWTH EDUCATION Lippincott 


Childhood and adolescence from the viewpoint of the individual and the group. 
Primarily a book for educators and those trained in child guidance. Problems of char- 
acter development, early childhood, school period, adolescence, and correction. Case 
histories. Not for the average parent, unless trained in child psychology. Contro- 
versial. $3, 


34 


Announcing for September 8 


Strachey, Lytton & THE GREVILLE MEMOIRS Macmillan 
Fulford, Roger, editor 
This is the long awaited complete edition of the famous diaries, kept by 
Charles Greville during his years in the Privy Council Office in London during the 
© 19th century. He recorded the private causes leading to public events during the 
reigns of George IV, William IV and Victoria. Extracts have been published from 
time to time. Nowe we have the complete work, revivifying a world of 80 years ago, 
Edition limited to 100 copies in America. 8 volumes $60 «00 
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September 12 






Abraham, Gerald A HUNDRED YEARS OF MUSIC Knopf 


The 1830's marked the beginning of the romantic movement in music, and 
this is a history of the growth and decline of that period. The author breaks the 
century down into four sections, the '30's, the '60's, the '90's and 1920's. The 
emphasis is on the changing style and its creators rather than on aesthetic criti- 
cism. Good general coverage for reference, including names and works of musical 
importance in the past century. For the expert rather than the layman, and sure to 
be open to criticism for both inclusions and exclusions. School libraries and musi- 
cal organizations of all kinds. $4.00 

































Burris-—Meyer, Harold & SCENERY FOR THE THEATRE Little, Brown 
Cole, Edward C. 


A textbooky volume dealing with materials, construction and mechanics of 
scenery. Of little interest to the creative designer, other than in presentation 
of data on materials and construction methods. Contains tables, charts and illus- 
trations of particular value to the theatre technician or workman and is probably 
th® most comprehensive compendium of rudimentary knowledge in a single volume now 
available, though there is nothing particularly new nor not covered elsewhere, A 
book for amateurs, by an amateur, for it describes methods discarded in professional 
theatre and contains some advice to which most scenic experts would take exception. 
However, all in all, it is a business-like compendium for the theatre student. Over 
500 illustrations. $10.00 


Powell, E. Alexander GONE ARE THE DAYS Little, Brown 


This seems to be largely a local item, for Syracuse and vicinity. Powell 

has written of it as he knew it in the 1880's and 1890's. It is reminiscent in--tone, 
Ce] tinged now and again with nostalgia for the good old days, comparable in a way to 

Remember. The Day rather than straight autobiography. The streets, hotels, the peop- 
le, who they were and what they ate, how they lived, worked and played, their houses 
and what was in them, the changes that took place and how it affected the city's 
life. Source material for another Middletown, but not handled from social viewpoint. 
Limited in appeal. $2.50 


September 15 


Snell, George AND IF MAN TRIUMPH Caxton 


Destined by the publisher for a double sale, but it will be lucky if it 
gets one (that probably the older boy sale rather than the adult). Account of the 
Arcane-Bennett expedition through Death Valley to California in the gold rush year, 
The story is told by Lewis Manley, one of a group of boys who started out together 
to sail down the Green River, were discouraged and turned back, and joined Bennett 
and his expedition. Hunger, lack of water, the terrors of Death Valley resulted in 
desertions and separations, but Manley and Rogers eventually succeeded. This is 
based on factual material, but there is no spark of distinction in the retelling. 
Illustrated by Pail Clowes. $2.50 





Seabury, David ADVENTURES IN SELF~DISCOVERY ~- 7/ 12/3 g Whittlesey 


Psycho-analysis in terms of Dale Carnegie, a few elementary principles and 
a plethora of illuminating, optimistic ramblings on the inner life, illustrated by 
ae case histories. He generalizes about personal psychic confusion, neuroses, obses-— 
sing phantasies, the various masks worn concealing one's true self. The release may 
be found through analysis or individual effort. He stresses the importance of spir-— 
itual and sensory reactions rather than the mental and intellectual aspects of life. 
~ Immense amount of repetition and recurrent inclusion of cases from lives of famous 
people combine to give it a popular slant. Seabury has his market. This is down 
their alley. $2.50 
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September—21 ber 4 {p< Y a ; 
Worsham, James A. THE ART OF PERSUADING PEOPLE Harper 


A manual for the salesman — and of dubious value. The Central idea seems 
to be that persuasion equals the ability to find out what another person wants and 
then convincing that person you are able to supply it. How to discover those wants, 
measuring a business to satisfy wants, how to make friends by finding out what is 
wanted, and by satisfying those wants, how to develop a persuasive personality. 
and on - slim in substance, extensively padded with not too interesting examples. 
Business market. Pretty punk. aint 


On 


September ?? 
Duhamel, Maurice WE ARE NOT AFRAID Penn 


An uplifter and obvious even to the self-betterment addicts. Through 250 
pages you trace the expected lines — the idea being to put fear in its place by in- 
telligence. Discussion of types of fear. The cure to face whatever it is, real or 
imagined. Can you see a market? $1.95 


Burlingame, Roger MARCH OF THE IRON MEN 7 /i2 Scribner 
A Social History of Union Through Invention 


* Tying in the English and European backgrounds, the author gives a history 
of the United States from its earliest sectional growth to the final amalgamation 
as a union, showing the part played by inventions in speeding up the process. Ex- 
amples:— the part the invention of printing played in putting America on the map; 
the contribution Franklin made through invention; the shift from agriculture to 
industry. Interesting reading from the angle of the origins of inventions, their 
development and influences; particularly interesting in the vivid retelling of fa- 
miliar stories, such as the invention of the steamboat and cotton gin. The book has 
a distinctive flavor and the emphasis on the part played by invention in our social 
and economic development is a fresh one. An ideal book for men, and older boys 
should provide a plus market. Good supplementary material for reading in American 


history background. $3.75 


cs 


Seiffert, Marjorie THE NAME OF LIFE: Poems. 7 q Scribner 


Ballads and lyrics, with the latter predominating. Some interesting verse 
patterns and a quality of fragility and rather feminine lightness of touch. They are 
usually abstract in theme, many are love poems and not without a certain charm, The 
ballads are less successful, more casually versified and distinctly more romantic, 
with an eerie note. All have a certain symbolic value, pleasing to ear and eye, $2.00 


| 2 
Leigh, W. R. : -. FRONTIERS OF ENCHANTMENT /( nth 6 Simon & Schuster 


* The author is a painter of some note and this is his’ story of the Akeley 
trip, on which he was official recorder of the settings for the animal groups in the 
long-dreamed of project in the Museum of Natural History. After Akeley's death he 
went on a later trip to finish the work. Tells of the plans for the various groups, 
the trips involved, the parts of Africa visited. Keen observation and a painter's 
delight in the scenery gives it a special flavor. A tribute to Akeley's genius and 
another angle on African travel. Good reading for African enthusiasts and those in - 
terested in hunting with a purpose. Not a routine adventure story - nor yet merely 
another facet of the Akeley material, for his slant is a fresh one. Illustrated by 


the author. | — $3.00 


‘ 
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eee ’ ‘ By, 
September ?? di Ahh 


Glover, Katherine AMERICA BEGINS AGAIN Whittlesey 


Intro. by Stuart Chase 


A record of soil, water, forest, 
why it has become necessary and what is - and should be-done about it. 
reasons for waste, new country rapid expansion, growth of agriculture and industry. 
Shows natural resource conservation as a means of saving the people. A sort of 
"deserts—and-everything-else-on-the-march" with an optimistic note on the future. 
Interesting, timely, and shows just cause for mounting expenses to save the resources 


while there is time. Illustrated. $3.00 


animal, bird and mineral conservation - 
Traces the 


| 
Hambidge, Gove SIX ROOMS MAKE A WORLD - Con Y 29 Whittlesey 


A sort of "adventure in contentment after conflict" expression of the phil- 
osophy that grew out of six rooms of a house. Interpretation of life, ideas on every- 
thing under the sun, ~ marriage, children, education, place of the human in the world 
today, wife vs. career, adjustments he and his wife made during the years, work and 


A personal excursion through the things that make a man's physical 


play, and so on. 
$2.50 


and mental life, with a wide appeal in its human approach. 


Received Too Late For Inclusion In Earlier Issues 


Published 


Maus, Cynthia Pearl CHRIST AND THE FINE ARTS Harper 


The introductory material indicates ways of approach to the teaching of re- 
ligion, through pictures, through poetry, through story telling, through music. The 
subsequent development uses all of these forms, tracing the life of Christ through 
Nativity, Youth, Manhood, Crucifixion, Resurrection, Ascension. The book is illus- 
trated with fine reproductions of famous paintings. The final section traces the 
part the Christ plays in every aspect of life, ~ in religion, in nature, in mother 
love, in childhood, in service, in prayer and in charity. Inclusion of much from 
literature of religion that is familiar; and much that is not well known. Careful 
eross indexing at back makes reference to material possible under various headings. 
90 art reproductions and interpretations. 117 hymns. 240 poems. 70 stories. It is 


@ book that some will think sentimental, but that many will find helpful and inspir- 
ing. $3.95 


Chamberlain, Samuel GLOUCESTER AND CAPE ANN Hastings House 


In smaller form than his previous photographic books (New England scenes 
all), this is again a fascinating and beautiful group of photographs of waterfront 
scenes, houses, countryside, etc. Good waterfront types, in addition to "still life". 
This is the first of a new series of small pictorial books, and if the others measure 


up the series is a sure success, Beautiful format. Salem, Boston, The Wayside Inn 
to come. Each $1.25 


Shakespeare, William PLAIN WORDS ON SINGING Putnam 


A new edition of a standard work, which has for several years been out of 
print. The author was a great singing teacher, and since his death in 1931, his rep- 
utation has grown. This book perpetuates his method, and has proved very successful. 

$2.00 


Oates, Prof. Whitney J. & THE COMPLETE GREEK DRAMA Random House 
O'Neill, Eugene, Jr. 

47 plays, in two volumes, uniform with the Random House Plato. All the ex- 

tant plays of Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripedes, Aristophanes and Menander with various 

translators. A beautiful piece of bookmaking. $5.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 















Coatsworth, E. - HERE I STAY (Coward McCann) from 8/22 to 8/15 245 
Fenton, C. L. ~ OUR AMAZING EARTH (Doubleday, Doran) from 8/19 to 8/5. 

Advance sale in New York City only on 7/15 252 
Balabanoff, A. ~ MY LIFE AS A REVOLUTIONIST (Harper) Change gitle to MY LIFE 

AS A REBEL 215 
Clemens, Clara ~ MY HUSBAND GABRILOWITSCH (Harper) from 8/9 to 10/19 252 
Sillanpaa, F. E. — MEEK HERITAGE (Knopf) from 8/8 to 9/16 244 
Voight, Be A. sad 






UNTO CAESAR (Putnam) from 7/22 to 7/15 250 






THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - JULY 15TH TO 30TH 










Baptist, R. H. — LOVE AT THE MISSION (Little, Brown) 195 
~ Cameron, Caddo ~ AT THE END OF A TEXAS ROPE (Doubleday, Doran) 196 







~ Cheyney, Peter - THIS MAN IS DANGEROUS (Coward, McCann) 221 
- Gibbs, Philip ~ ACROSS THE FRONTIERS (Doubleday, Doran) 248 
~ Halsey, Margaret - WITH MALICE TOWARD SOME (Simon & Schuster) 198 
- Rawson, Clayton ~ DEATH FROM A TOP HAT (Putnam) 222 






Smith, Eleanor ~ THE SPANISH HOUSE (Doubleday, Doran) 






Waugh, E. ~ SCOOP (Little, Brown) 






Thorne, Anthony — FRUIT IN SEASON (Random House) 














July 21 ~ Matschat, Cecile H. - SUWANNEE RIVER (Farrar & Rinehart) 248 
— McKenney, Ruth — MY SISTER EILEEN (Harcourt, Brace) 261 
July 22 ~ Lambert, Gerard ~ MURDER IN NEWPORT (Scribner) 266 
- Sheean, Vincent - A DAY OF BATTLE (Doubleday, Doran) 194 
~ Tilton, Alice ~ THE CUT DIRECT (Norton) oo 
July 26 ~ Hallett, Richard ~ THE ROLLING WORLD (Houghton, Mifflin) 214 
July 28 ~ Balabanoff, A. — MY LIFE AS A REBEL (Harper) 215 
- Blake, Nicholas ~ THE BEAST MUST DIE (Harper) 246 
~ Priestley, J. B. ~ THE DOOMSDAY MEN (Harper) 218 
- Stevenson, D. E. SMOULDERING FIRE (Farrar & Rinehart) 207 


Please Add This. Title To Your July ist to 15th Calendar 


- Thompson, Dorothy ~ REFUGEES (Random House) 
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FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT - No. 2 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Brooks, Anne THE BLACK PUP Viking 


A simple story of a pup's life, how he learned what to do and what not to 
do, the accidents that would happen, deliberate mischief, making friends and so on. 
It has the note of authenticity of someone who loves and understands the way a pup's 
mind would work. Small children who have their own pups would love it. Illustrated 


by Margaret Van Doren. (f@eAugust) Bar $1.50 / 

Robinson, Tom BUTTONS Viking 
Illustrated by Peggy Bacon 

. An alley cat story in pictures and running text. From alley cat to pampered 


pet. I liked the first part, where he battled for a bare living. Grand pictures of 
Buttons in all sorts of states of mind and body. Adults will like it as well (if not 
better) than the youngsters, so get plus sale as picture book by Peggy Bacon. (7/29) V 


ep $2.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 
Story Books. 


Barnett, Grace T. & Olive E. SILVER IN THE TEAPOT Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Folk tale quality in this simple text with pictures telling the story of a 
little old woman who went from neighbor to neighbor to get advice as to how to make 
a living. From merchant to milliner to dressmaker — and none could give her other 
advice than to follow their trade. Then to a farmer, who suggested she use what she 
had and follow him, and barter what she raised for what she needed. A primer of 
bartert (8/29) $1.50 


du Bois, William Pene THE THREE POLICEMEN Viking 


The author-illustrator of Giant Otto and Otto at Sea has written and illus- 
trated a nonsense story of an imaginary island where three policemen and a colored 
boy make history on the one occasion when their aid is required. A silly yarn, but 
fun, with the sort of fantastic imaginary situations that children love, (seam 


mont a9 $2.00 / 


Kyser, Halsa Alison LITTLE CUMSEE IN DIXIE Longmans, Green 


Episodic stories of three small colored children in Alabama, of the games 
they played, their adventures in their private cave, the relics they dug from the 
Indian mound and of what happened when they found it was a criminal offense. Of the 
Et day in Montgomery and of how Cumsee saved the old homestead for "his white folks". 

Another contribution to the growing shelf of stories about colored children where 

they are treated as ordinary small boys and girls, and not stage figures. Illustrated 
by Erick Berry. (8/24) $1.50 
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Phillips, kthel Calvert BELINDA AND THE SINGING CLOCK Houghton, Mifflin 


Belinda's father was a cabinet maker, and dealt in antiques (unsuccessfully) 
on the side. When Belinda was eight he gave her the singing clock with the tunes she 
loved and a picture of his dream house on the door. Then he traded his antiques for 
a trailer and he and Belinda set off on new adventures. How they made new friends 
and foynd their dream come true makes a friendly story for young readers. Illus-— 









trated. (840) $2.00 
q- | 
Rains, Marie Curtis LAZY LIZA LIZARD Winston 






Lazy Liza Lizard was a trouble maker and a thief and a good for nothing, and 
Lady Fieldmouse and Mr. Snake and Mr. Frog and all the rest of them dreaded to have 
her turn up, for they never could find out what she wovld do next. This is the story 
of the adventures and mishaps in which she seemed to be always involved, and of the 
way everything turned out for the best when Lady Fieldmouse was ill and Lazy Liza 
turned to and helped and they all found out that all she wanted was for someone to 
be nice to her. This is good reading aloud and story telling material for the pic- 
ture book age, but there is enough incident told in simple enough vocabulary for 
beginning readers to enjoy by themselves. Illustrated by Vera Nevill. (8/1) $2.00 















Root, Charlet THE FEAST OF THE LAMPS Whitman 


Story of a little Hindu girl and her brother and their adventures at the 
feast of lamps in the Temple of Madura. A slight but pleasant story against a pic- 
torial background of carnival in an Indian village. Pictures by Roger Duvoisin, 















Wood, Esther PEDRO'S COCONUT SKATES Longmans, Green 


The author of Great Sweeping Day has written a better book in this story of 
the Philippines, and of a little boy from Manila who goes to make a long visit in the 
interior of the islands. His curiosity leads him into continual hot water, but he 
manages to find out about everything and to get into various adventures, good and 
bad. The story is colored by details of the life. Illustrated by the author. 

(8/10) $1.50 / 

















FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Fox, Frances Margaret LITTLE TOAD Viking 


Factual account of a year in a young toad's life, from his first emerging 
from the tadpole stage to his digging in for his second winter. Nothing exceptional, 
but it is material not often found in interesting form for small children, and should 
be included in current lists of good nature material. Illustrated by Sherman C, 
Hoeflich,  (ed@=ugust)2 2— $1.00 YW 


Pryor, Wm. C. & Helen S. THE COWBOY BOOK Harcourt, Brace 


An addition to the well established photograph series and one that differs 
in presenting a way of life rather than an industrial product in the making. Boys 
will love it, and it should prove popular for families heading ranchward for vaca 
tion. (7/14) $1.00 


| BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 - 9) 


e Whiteman, Edna PLAYMATES IN PRINT Nelson 


In new format this 1926 favorite of librarians and story tellers is made 
again available. Good type face this time, and illustrations in full color by Earl 
Oliver Hurst. Scandinavian, English, -German tales and verse. $1.50 
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STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
























































i Buck, Alan M. THE HOUND OF CULAIN Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


The legends of Cuchulain, the Irish hero, here collected in one volume and 
told as a consecutive story. Legendary material, historical facts and fireside 
stories blend to give a hero tale of grand dimensions. Fits into mythical and leg- 
endary background stories, along with Xing Arthur , etc. Well told, though not in- 


spired. Illustrated with woodblock types of pictures by Richard Bennett. (8/22) 
$1.50 


Carter, Nellie Page PERSIMMON CREEK Longmans, Green 


The story two wideawake colored youngsters, Jeff and his sister Princess, 
who come from the city to live with their grandmother in the country. They learn 
bits of Missouri's history, they learn ways of making money, so that they can fulfill 
their ambitions, they live through a cyclone, go to church, trace some thieves, share 
in a bobcat hunt, and see Christmas at the Inn. Plenty of Negro songs and humor. 


Illustrated. (8/31) $2.00 UW 
Lide, Alice Alison AZTEC DRUMS Longmans, Green 
* A story of Mexico of Montezuma's time, and of the adventures of Xochitl, 


the weaver's grandson, and his revenge on the youth who duped them all and stole his 
grandfather's lifetime work. A year in the jungles, seeking the birds whose plumage 

he neejed for the robe of his dreams - and the heroism by which he saved the city of 
Mexico. A good story, with colorful background. Illustrated by Carlos Sanchez. 

(8/24) $1.50 VY 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Ditmars, Raymond THE BOOK OF INSECT ODDITIES Lippincott 
Illustrated by Helen Carter 
? This is a better book than The Book of Living Reptiles. in that there seems 


greater clarity in both text and pictorial maps, and less effort to include too much 
for youngsters to grasp. The first section introduces the types and forms the basis 
for the succeeding chapters on insects indigenous to different parts of the world. 
This is a good companion volume to such a book as Insect People (King and Pessels). 
(7/28) $2.00 


Howard, F. Martin THE PORPOISE OF PIRATE BAY Random House 


This fits into the class of Tarka the Otter and Salar the Salmon (both for 
upper age groups), as natural history presented in somewhat fictionized form, and yet 
not sugar coated. Any child who has traveled where porpoises play around the ships 
will love this story of the life of a young porpoise and the adventure by which he won 
his right to leadership Contacts with predatory man and undersea creatures makes good 
reading. Setting - Gulf of Mexico. Illustrated by Lynd Ward. (8/23) $1.50 





Nesbit, E. THE CHILDREN'S SHAKESPEARE Random House 


To most people this is a wholly new book, for the routine lists of E. 
Nesbit's books have not included it and it has been out of print for years. Now re- 
issued in new dress, with 12 full page illustrations in color, by Rolf Klep. For 
ae those who find Lamb's Tales. of Shakespeare a bit prosy as an introduction, this should 
serve, particularly for younger children. The following plays are retold: 4 Winter's. 
Tale, Romeo and Jultet, The Tempest, A Midsummer Night's Dream, As You Like It, Twelfth 
Night, Hamlet, Pericles, Cymbeline, The Taming of the Shrew, and King Lear, (8/23) 
$2.00 
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Marshall, H. E. KINGS AND THINGS Nelson 


A flippant introduction to English history, and one that I feel can be 
passed over for American children. If any introductory history is needed, the old 
Charlottte Yonge one serves the purpose equally well, but the Rudyard Kipling seems 
a step forward, and Marshall's own [sland Story is the best of them all. This modern- 
izes and colloquializes the old legends and stories, and the basic facts are given in 
outline form. Nothing of the economic and social background, and no gesture towards 
a recognition of the modern ways of teaching history. Illustrated in color by Lanta 
Spurrier. (8/22) $2.00 


Rogers, Frances BIG MISS LIBERTY Stokes 


* One wonders why this has not been done before. It is a real contribution 
and a book that should have a good sale throughout the year of the New York World's 
Fair and be a permanent facet of the American picture in books. The story of the 

gift made by the people of France to the people of America, of the sculptor Bartholdi's 
dream come true, and of the stupendous task of creating the mammoth statue. Good 
factual material, well told, and illustrated in color by the author. (8/18) $1.25 


FOR THE 12 TO 15 YEAR OLDS 
Fiction 


Allen, Merritt Parmelee OUT OF A CLEAR SKY Longmans, Green 


A first rate bit of historical fiction, based on the tragedy of the Mountain 
Meadows Massacre, the revenge fanatical Mormons took for the death of one of their 
apostles. This story traces the adventures of a youth who joined the Fancher train - 
and who escaped the massacre, and, with a comrade, found that all Mormons were not 
bad and that there was hope for a future in the West. Well told - Allen has grown uf 
steadily in both style and plot structure. (8/10) $1.50 


Bolton, Ivy | REBELS IN BONDAGE 3 Longmans, Green 


* Good historical fiction set against the period of the abortive Monmouth's 
Rebellion in England and the uncertain times of Governor Andros in America. The story 
of two girls involved innocently in the Taunton episode, who were sentenced by Jef~- 
feries to anonymity in the Colonies, and of how Betty made her contribution to the 

new life. Good adventure and good history. Illustrated. (8/17) $2.00 .~ 


Burrough, R. J. FROM SNOW TO SUN Longmans, Green 


This ranks as adventure rather than mystery, in spite of the publisher's 
subtitle, for the mystery, such as it is, comes only at the start of the book, and 
is never wholly developed. In spite of which, it is a first rate tale, well sus- 
tained suspense. A football hero finds that he has to prove to himself the possi- 
bility of seeing something through, and has all sorts of good luck and bad in _ . 
1.50 


process. (8/3) 


Hinkle, Thomas C. CINCHFOOT forrow 


This seems to us just another story of a colt on the western plains, cap— 
tured and tamed by man, and of his adventures. Hinkle tells his stories with good 
pace and good detail, and it races right along - enough factual material, enough 
incident to hold the interest. But as a horse story, it seems pretty much routine 


stuff. (8/17) af $2.00 
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Hull, Katharine & THE FAR DISTANT OXUS Macmillan 
Whitlock, Pamela 
* A 15 and 16 year old have collaborated on this story of a summer vacation 


in Exmoor and have, as Arthur Ransome says in his introduction, produced something 
to exult over. Here are the adventures, plausible and vivid, of six youngsters, who 
evade adult supervision, on the moors and the river, with their ponies, building a 
house, going to a fair, helping a charity boy out, and proving themselves in all 
situations resourceful and likable. They rename the countryside Sohrab and Rustum 
and they will appeal to boys and girls who like outdoors. You will like it too. 


(July) $2.00 
Means, Florence Crannell SHUTTERED WINDOWS Houghton, Mifflin 
*% First and last this is a first rate story for girls, good from any angle, 


and can be sold as a boarding school story in a new vein. Next, it is utterly new, 

a story of a Negro girl, brought up in the Middle West, where differentiation is 

less marked, and thrust, with little preparation, into the sharp distinctions of 

the South, when she visits her great great grandmother, and goes to a colored board- 
ing school, on one of the sea islands off the coast of South Carolina. The exper- 
ience matured her and gave her not only a new set of values, but a realization of 
social responsibility for her people. Extremely well done. Illustrated by Armstrong 


Sperry. (8/36) $2.00 


Morgan, De a BEFORE HOMER: Longmans, Green 
A Boys' Story of the Earliest Greeks 


Not up to its predecessor, Messenger to the Pharoah, either from point of 
view of story or contribution to historical background. The plot is a tenuous thread, 
revolving around a boy of one group, destroyed by enemies, leaving two youths sole 
survivors, and his relations consecutively with the group that adopted him and the 
people of the shore. The chief interest lies in the showing of different levels of 
culture and civilization, and the beginnings of the Greek games. Except for the 
reiteration of the name of the Greeks, and the section about the competitive games 
one would not know what race was involved. Little feel of country or way of life, vy 
as distinctive from others. (8/10) $2.00 


Thompson, Mary Wolfe HIGHWAY PAST HER DOOR Longmans, Green 


This is rather fun reading and a refreshing story of a girl who finds a 
way to earn a livelihood by capitalizing the home she is trying to save. She starts 
a roadside stand — and makes it pay - and she grows up in the process, from a rather 
heedless young girl to a responsible young woman, who can still get fun out of little 
things and find adventure in solving a bit of mystery and romance in her growing 
romance with the boy who, for a moment, threatened her sense of security. A good 


book for the border line, when girls are beginning to reach out for grown up books. y. 
(8/3) $2.00 ~~ 





Trent, Gregory A TAMER OF BEASTS Harcourt, Brace 


The third in the series on prehistoric man, and perhaps the most inter- 
esting, in that it deals with that phase of development in which the taming of beasts 
began to be accepted as something not wholly strange and unnatural. A story of two 
youths, one a hunter, the other eager to capture and tame the wild dogs and oxen he 
encountered, An accident thrusts them for months into another group, farther ad- 
vanced in civilization - interesting evidence of the way levels of civilization were 
interchanged. These books, beginning with In The Stone Age, fill a definite need 
in supplementary reading, and are "musts" for libraries and school libraries. Should 
have some bookstore appeal, for fiétion and adventure with good factual background. 
(7/14) $2.00 
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FOR THE 12 TO 15 YEAR OLDS - Won-Fiction 










Eisen, Edna &. OUR COUNTRY FROM THE AIR Morrow 


A new sort of geography, motivated by the opportunity to see the country 
from a new viewpoint through air travel. More than 100 photographs, and a text which 
reads a bit school texty, as the young travelers by air cover the country, from West 
Coast to Eastern Seaboard. They get, undoubtedly, a sense of changing ways of life, 
of reasons back of it, of industrial and agricultural growth and the whys and where-— 
fores. But it is a relative matter, and this book, taken alone, throws the emphasis 
oddly. A book which should be used in conjunction with other books, not as a unit. 
(8/17) Y $2.00 ,~ 
















Harper, Theodore Acland SEVENTEEN CHIMNEYS Viking 


The story of a boy, whose family have come to wealth in New Zealand, and 
his efforts to make his own way when his father's bank fails. Refusing to be de- 
pendent on anyone, he makes the grade in the mining fields, and emigrates to America 
on a cargo boat, where he proves himself and gets a start in the kind of work he wants. 
There is much more of a psychological slant here than in other books along the same 
lines, a deeper probing into the building up of a personality which is saved from 
being too priggish by the one ambition ~ to stand on his own. Illustrated by Theo- 
dore Nadejen. (MimmAugust) 2 2 $2.00 
























FIFTEEN AND LP - Fictton 


Montgomery, Rutherford GRAY WOLF Houghton, Mifflin 


The story of a gray wolf, whose father was killed defending the mother 
against another wolf... Trained by his step-father to kill cattle, in spite of the 

@} mother wolf's intervention, which caused her death. Watching death overtake his 
brothers and sisters in one way and another, Speed learns the ways of men ~ and is 

the last of the great gray wolves. An Indian hunter pits his wits against Speed, 
unsuccessfully, until his dog mates with Speed and produces a puppy who eventually 

causes Speed's death. Nature lore in the drama of the "lone wolf" and his fight 

for existence. A good job. Illustrated by George Bates Abbott, with four double 

| spreads. (8/30) $2.25 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-Fictton 


Dilts, M. M. PAGEANT OF JAPANESE HISTORY Longmans, Green 


Much needed companion volume of Seeger's Pageant of Chinese History, and 
although better than adequate, it does not quite repeat the success of that volume, 
(Perhaps because one is prejudiced a bit in advance against the Japanese). I know 
of no other one volume history, however, that summarizes the major trends and events 
as succinctly and clearly. Not a critical commentary, but a straight presentation 
of facts, a survey of influences and trends, as the Chinese, the Dutch and Western 
influences changed the course of history. Brings it up through the creation of 
Manchuko. Illustrated with photogravures from Japanese art, photographs, illustra— 
tions by Toyogior Onishi. Important school and library item. Possibility of plus 
sale for adults. (8/17) $3.00 es 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS ~ Fiction 


Priestley, J. B. THE DOOMSDAY MEN Harper 
<I First rate adventure, grand melodrama and mystery. The story of three 
y youngish men drawn together for the investigation of a mysterious stronghold of the 


MacMichael brothers in Death Valley. A variety of strange adventures brought the 
three together; stranger adventures yet await them before the grand climax. For 
fuller report see June Ist bulletin, page 218. (7/27) $2.50 
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Coatsworth, Elizabeth HERE I STAY Coward, mcCann 


A quiet story with the early days of Maine as a background. The tale of a 
girl whose faith in her dead father's dream kept her alone of all the village, when 
the urge to venture forth to new fields called the others to Ohio. This is the story 
of her year alone, the story of the seasonal round, of woman and man, and of strange 
adventures. For fuller report see June 15th bulletin, page 245. (8/22) $2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS ~ Non-Fiction 


Allen, Forrest C. BETTER BASKETBALL Whittlesey House 


An important book for camps to know about. A book showing basketball as 
virtually a new game, and full of suggestions for improving the technique of the game, 
coaching and care of the team. The game is analyzed, offensive and defensive plays 
given in detail, diagrams of play, first aid for injuries, etc. For fuller report 
see Sporting Book Supplement, June 1st bulletin, page 230. (Published) $4.00 


Fenton, Carroll Lane OUR AMAZING EARTH Doubleday, Doran 


Topnotch, for anyone interested in what made our earth as it is. It makes 
a modern detective story of the earth's surface showing what is and tracing the whys 
and wherefores. For fuller description see June 15th bulletin, page 252. (8/19) $4.50 


Racmat 
Lippincott, J. W. AMBREGAN NEIGHBORS OF THE ‘COUNTRYSIDE Lippincott 
Rabbits, squirrels, mice, snakes, moles,shrews, deer, birds, animals such 
as might be found in almost any countryside. Based on personal experience, and not a 


book of either hunting or pets. For fuller report see June ist bulletin, page 227. 
(8/11) $2.50 


Rak, Mary Kidder BORDER PATROL Houghton, Mifflin 


Factual account of the patrol along the Mexican border, with biographical 
bits about the men who compose it, and plenty of basic information for real westerns 
of today. For fuller report see June ist bulletin, page 226. (8/2) $2.00 


REPRINTS 


Brooks, Van Wyck THE FLOWERING OF NEW ENGLAND Dutton 
Please note publication of a school edition of this title, indicating a 

continued sale for junior readers. (8/11) $2.50 

Hudson, W. H. A LITTLE BOY LOST Knopf 


Reprint of early inexpensive edition at request of librarians, (8/22) $1.25 


Leamy, Edmund THE GOLDEN SPEARS 
_New edition with decorations by Richard Bennett. (8/3) $1.50 
Bennett, John THE PIGTAIL OF AH LEE BEN LOO Longmans, Green 


Cheaper edition, somewhat smaller in size and lighter in weight. (10/9) 
$2.00 





